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1 66 Reviews of Books 

assault Longstreet tried in vain to avert a useless slaughter, saying as 
he stood with Alexander among his guns, " I do not want to make this 
charge, I do not see how it can succeed. I would not make it now but 
that General Lee has ordered it and is expecting it." Pickett led his 
column forward, the result was as Longstreet feared, and Lee said to 
the fugitives as they came back, " It was my fault this time." The 
critics of Longstreet will get no consolation from the pages treating 
of Gettysburg. Alexander believes that had Meade sent forward at 
this time a single fresh Union corps, say the sixth, it would have cut 
the Confederate army in two, and adds : " It must be ever held a colossal 
mistake that Meade did not organize a counter-stroke as soon as he 
discovered that the Confederate attack had been repulsed. He lost 
here an opportunity as great as McClellan had at Sharpsburg." He 
lost a still greater opportunity when he failed to press Lee relentlessly 
on his retreat to the Potomac. 

In the Wilderness campaign Lee displayed " masterly generalship ", 
and our author thinks Grant would have been utterly destroyed on the 
first day but for the wounding of Longstreet. He credits Grant with 
having completely deceived Lee as to his whereabouts for three days 
after withdrawing from Cold Harbor, and admits that the crossing 
of the James was well planned and successfully conducted, and holds 
that the movement on Petersburg was the real crisis of the war. 

Space does not permit a satisfactory review of this book ; to be 
appreciated it must be read. It professes to be written particularly 
for military students, but will be found of great interest to the general 
reader. The narrative is clear and concise, praise is worthily bestowed 
and criticism generally well taken and temperate. To some of the 
extremely critical it will be disappointing, in that the maps are not as 
good and as full as they should be, and foot-notes are wanting to 
show the authority upon which some novel statements are made. 

E. A. Carman. 

Documentary History of Reconstruction. Volume II. By Walter 
L. Fleming, Ph.D., Professor of History in West Virginia Uni- 
versity. (Cleveland : The Arthur H. Clark Company. 1907. 
Pp. xiv, 480.) 

In the April number the first volume of Professor Fleming's Doc- 
umentary History was reviewed. The volume closed with the comple- 
tion of legal Reconstruction by the restoration of the lately seceded 
states to their constitutional position in the Union and by the passage 
of the Fifteenth Amendment to the Constitution of the United States, 
the latter a fitting climax to the Congressional policy of Reconstruc- 
tion. In the volume now under discussion it is intended to illustrate 
how this policy succeeded, to show it, no longer as a theory and an 
expedient of politicians, but in actual operation. Consequently the 



Fleming: Documentary History of Reconstruction 167 

documents in this volume convey a much clearer view of the realities 
of Reconstruction than did those of the former. 

As regards the 338 documents themselves, their classification accord- 
ing to origin is interesting. There are seven state laws, nine federal 
laws, and six court decisions. Of the non-legal documents, 121 are 
from Southern Conservatives, thirty-six from Northern Conservatives, 
seventy-six from Southern Radicals, fifty-one from Northern Radicals, 
ten from Southern Unionists, five from Southern " Reform " Republi- 
cans, and seven from foreigners. Ten are unclassified. It will thus 
be seen that, in contrast to the former volume, a greater part of the 
material is of Southern origin. 

The topics treated in the seven chapters which compose the book 
are as follows: The Union League, Carpetbag and Negro Rule, Edu- 
cational Problems, Reconstruction in the Churches, Social and In- 
dustrial Conditions, The Ku Klux, and finally, the Undoing of Recon- 
struction. As in the former volume, the documents are rendered 
clearer and more valuable by editorial introductions to each chapter. 
These are exceedingly interesting and will be of great assistance to a 
correct interpretation of the documents. Each chapter has also a full 
bibliography which should prove very useful to the student of the 
period as reference is made by page to practically every work of 
value on the subject. 

The material throughout is interesting and valuable, so much so, in 
fact, that it is difficult to make any discrimination in favor of certain 
chapters; but for general interest and information those concerning 
educational and religious matters and the one on the undoing of Re- 
construction would seem the best. Most of the material relating to 
these subjects has hitherto been inaccessible to the general student and 
this fact enhances the value of these chapters. 

The book has four illustrations, two of which seem especially 
worthy of mention. One is a photograph of sixty-five members of the 
famous, not to say infamous, South Carolina Legislature of 1868. The 
other is a group of North Carolina Ku Klux, particularly valuable at 
this time when, through fiction and melodrama, the public is being 
given an incorrect notion, not only of the costume but also of the 
very nature of the organization so potent in the overthrow of Recon- 
struction. 

The book does not seem to admit of any special criticism. As 
was said of the former volume, it has the faults, though to an unusually 
small degree, of all such collections of historical documents. The 
two volumes will prove a valuable adjunct to teachers and students 
of our history, and the author is to be congratulated upon making 
such an addition to the works of reference upon the subject. 

J. G. de Roulhac Hamilton. 



